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Family:  
Wife, AnnMarie H. Carter, RN, BSN.  MA in Biblical Counseling, 

Trinity Theological Seminary.  Married since 1972.   

Daughter, Jennifer Ann, MA from SEBTS, MDiv. from SEBTS, 

married to Rev. Brian D. Bohannon.   

Son, John Andrew, BS Business Admin., Western Carolina Univ.                                                                                         
   

Ministry experience: With my wife, facilitating Christians to greater service through preaching, teaching, music, 

education, discipleship, missions, and pastoral ministries.  Ann Marie is a skilled mission organization leader. 
 

Ministry goal:  To continue serving a Holy Spirit-led congregation as their pastor. 
 

Career Summary:  

    Secular:  
· Twenty-seven years as a university professor (retired).  University of Memphis, State University of New 

York, UNC Charlotte. Field: electrical and computer engineering technology.  7 - 10 years equivalent as an 

electrical/computer engineering consultant.  My peers consider me an expert in embedded digital systems 

design.  Recently published three university textbooks on the subject.  Skilled in Internet-based interactive 

education, Internet site development. Expert in computers, sound systems, and most things electronic. 

    Sacred:  
· 1975- Present: 15 - 25 volunteer mission trips (who counts?), local, North American and International.  

· 1977: Minister of music, Southside Baptist Church, Stillwater, OK.  

· 1979-1984: Sunday School director, deacon, interim music director, Berclair Baptist Church, Memphis TN. 

· 1984-1991: Minister of music & education, Clinton Road Baptist Church, New Hartford, NY. 

· 1984-1992: Director of music, Davis Baptist Association, SBC, Hartwick NY. 

· 1988-1991: Children’s summer camp director, Davis Baptist Association, SBC, Hartwick NY. 

· 1986-1992: Director of music, Baptist Convention of New York, Syracuse, NY.  Volunteered as a certified 

SBC “church music consultant.”  

· 1993-1995: Minister of music & education, Royal Oaks Baptist Church, Kannapolis, NC.  

· 1995-2002, 2004-2006, Member, Parkwood Baptist Church.  Deacon, discipleship training, contemporary 

pianist, and interim music director.  Supply preaching for the Cabarrus Baptist Association. 

· 2000- Present: Publisher & editor, American Journal of Biblical Theology.  www.biblicaltheology.com. 

· Licensed and ordained to the gospel ministry by Parkwood Baptist Church on March 13, 2003. 

· 2002-2004: Minister of music, Friendship Southern Baptist Church, Concord, NC.  Served to help this new 

church build and organize new facilities, worship, and education. 

· 08/01/2006-Present: Pastor, Cedar Rock First Baptist Church, Castalia, NC. 
 

Education:  
· AAS, BS, MS, Post Grad. Electrical and computer engineering technology & technical education. 

· Doctorate in Religious Studies, Trinity Theological Seminary, Newburgh, IN, Candidate, 2008.  Seminary is 

attaining NCACS accreditation.  I am withholding my dissertation defense until accreditation is obtained. 

· Over 80 SBC Discipleship Training courses. Taught 40+ of these; including Masterlife and Experiencing God. 
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Conversion experience.  I was adopted at the age of four by a Christian family, members of a Congregational 

church.  Because of the abuse I had suffered in my prior childhood, I immediately accepted my new family and 

their faith without question.  I cannot recall ever experiencing a time in my subsequent life when I was not within 

the comforting power of the Holy Spirit as I was reared in the church.  However, it was not until the late teens that I 

made a defining decision to turn my life and gifts entirely over to the Lord, partially in response to Matt. 5:14-16.  

This decision came from my own study of the scriptures and my growing personal relationship with God.  I became 

involved in Southern Baptist work at the age of 22 when seeking an English-speaking church while living in 

Germany.  I found the full-gospel doctrine of grace, the call to commitment, and the use of music in worship to be 

far more attractive than that of the church of my youth.  My wife and I have been members of Southern Baptist 

churches ever since.  I was baptized at the FBC, Stillwater, Oklahoma, in the Fall of 1975 at the age of 24. 
 

God’s call to ministry.  I first felt the call as a minister of the gospel in the same manner that God calls all 

Christians: a call to service following the vow I made to follow Christ.  He had subsequently set me apart to utilize 

my music, teaching, and organizational gifts for the edification of His Kingdom in any manner that befalls me.  

AnnMarie shares my calling as a minister of the gospel, so she and I have served together in a variety of ministerial 

and missionary capacities listed above.  In the fall of 1984 I experienced a theophany wherein I felt as though I 

heard the voice of God speaking to me as clearly as a person standing with me.  God opened my eyes to see not 

only what my ministry was to be, but also where it would take place.  A few weeks later I was called as the 

Minister of Music and Education at Clinton Road Baptist Church, a small upstate New York congregation that I 

was not aware of until God had dramatically pointed out that little unlabeled white church as I drove down the road 

it is located on.  During my tenure there the church grew from about 50 to about 150 in membership.  This is also 

the time when the foundation of my call to ministry was established. 
 

 From 1992 through 2006, my family has been honored to be very active members of Parkwood Baptist 

Church, Concord NC, except for those seasons indicated above when we moved to bi-vocational ministry at area 

churches.  This was a time of refreshing and reflection as my children came through their late formative years under 

its influence.  A few years ago, after my son enrolled in college, I felt God calling me back into an active ministry 

role and away from the comfort zone of Parkwood Baptist Church.  Also, the university where I taught did not give 

me the time to serve effectively in a bi-vocational setting, necessitating my retirement approximately ten years short 

of full eligibility.  Ann and I began surrendering our responsibilities at Parkwood to others as we sought God’s next 

pathway in our lives.  Finally, in August of 2006 the Lord called me to the pastorate of Cedar Rock First Baptist 

Church in Castalia, NC, necessitating my retirement from the university.  We have never looked back. 

 

Doctrinal Positions 
My theology comes from the influence of thirty years of personal, in-depth, Bible study during which I have always 

averaged a minimum of 6 - 8 hours per week in intense, researched, study and writing.  I have written over 5,000 

pages of Bible commentary, and much of this is shared with others at www.biblicaltheology.com. I am in full 

agreement with the basic doctrines espoused in The Baptist Faith and Message, independent of its publication year. 
 

Theology, God:  There is one, holy, eternal, true, and living God; who created all for His own pleasure.  There is 

no event or process in all of eternity that is beyond His knowledge and influence.  He is personal, and has ordained 

for humankind a relationship with Himself, yet He is ruler of all.  God has revealed Himself and His purpose to 

humankind from the moment He breathed life into him.  He spoke through the prophets of the Old Testament and 

the apostles of the New Testament.  He spoke through events and circumstances, through fire, wind, and water.  

Finally, God has spoken through His Son, the Christ, the Messiah, the fulfillment of God’s revelation to man.   
 

Christology, Christ:  Jesus Christ is the eternal Son of God.  As the Son and Christ, Jesus holds the godly 

attributes of eternity, creativity, and authority.  As the Son of Mary, Jesus holds the attributes of a man who 

experienced life, emotion, agony, and death.  Born of the Virgin Mary, Jesus revealed God’s purpose of salvation, 

and took upon Himself the punishment for sin for those who place their faith and trust in Him when He died on the 

Cross.  Jesus was resurrected from the dead to return to eternity as Messiah, Lord, and Savior.  There is no other 

Name by which mankind can be saved from the eternal and final penalty of sin.   

 

Pneumatology, The Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit is that personality of God through which all of His work is done.  

As a person He has the ability to communicate through the hearts of men as He directs and comforts those who love 



God.  He indwells the hearts of those who place their faith and trust in God through Jesus Christ.  As the seal of 

salvation, the Holy Spirit maintains the soul though the end of the age. 
 

Bibliology, the Bible: The Bible is the written Word of God.  As God revealed Himself and His purpose to man, he 

spoke to and through faithful men who recorded God’s message as it was revealed to them.  Because all of scripture 

was formed through the inspiration of the one Holy Spirit, it is consistent in content and message.  It is without any 

error or contradiction in its original form, and God has miraculously maintained its integrity through the ages.  God 

speaks through the Bible, and through the power of the Holy Spirit He can communicate the plan of salvation to a 

lost soul.  The Bible contains all of the information that is necessary to understand how to live in close relationship 

with God and to serve His Kingdom as He desires.  No other document contains such inspired and infallible, text. 
 

Anthropology, Man: Just as God created all that is, God created man.  Man is unique among all of God’s creation, 

in that man is made in His image, as an eternal, spiritual being.  God granted man with free choice, and from birth 

that choice is to sin, breaking relationship with God.  Only man has an eternal spirit, and until man establishes the 

proper relationship with God, that spirit is never at peace.  Until he turns to God in faith and trust, he is lost, 

destined for eternal separation from God.  It is only by the grace of God that man can be saved. 
  

Hamartiology, Sin:  It is sin that separates all mankind from a pure, holy, and sinless Lord.  It is sin that condemns 

all men to unrighteousness as they stand before a righteous God.  There is no work or process of man that can 

cleanse himself of the condemnation of sin.  It is only in God's loving act of grace that He has chosen to forgive the 

sins of those who turn to Him in faith and trust.  Jesus paid the penalty for the sins of those who place their faith 

and trust in Him, a ransom that forever removes the ability for sin to condemn the faithful any longer.  Since sin can 

no longer condemn a Christian, sin cannot cause one to lose their salvation.   
 

Soteriology, Salvation: God, who loves all, offers redemption from sin to all by His grace.  When one turns to 

faith in God through Jesus Christ, the individual is redeemed:  the ultimate penalty for sin, eternal separation from 

God, is paid by Jesus’ vicarious death on the Cross.  Justification is established as Jesus’ sacrifice pays that penalty; 

regeneration takes place as the Holy Spirit comes to fill the heart, and sanctification comes as the individual grows 

in Christian maturity.  Finally, glorification comes to all true believers when the body of this mortal life is 

exchanged for eternal life with God in heaven. 
 

Eschatology, Last Things:  There is coming a day when the age of this creation will come to a certain and violent 

end.  Jesus will return for all to see, bringing judgment upon all men.  Those who have received the Holy Spirit 

carry His seal of their salvation and will spend eternity with God.  Those who have rejected God’s offer of grace 

will spend eternity separated from God.  
 

Ecclesiology, The Church:  The church is a community of believers in Jesus Christ.  At its largest, it refers to all 

of the redeemed for all ages, and locally it refers to a body of believers who meet together regularly for fellowship 

and worship.  The church, under the Lordship of Jesus Christ and through the power of the Holy Spirit, administers 

the ordinances, seeks to spread the gospel to the lost world, and facilitates the spiritual growth of its members.  New 

Testament churches should be autonomous, administratively congregational, and led by servant pastors and servant 

leaders.  All authority in the church is reserved for the Lord, Jesus Christ as led by the Holy Spirit through the 

hearts of its membership. 
 

Strengths.  I enjoy Bible teaching, preaching, congregational music direction, choral direction, loving all people, 

gently promoting slow and positive change.  As a “jack of all trades” I enjoy the exploration of almost any ministry 

task.  I play all modern musical instruments with mixed to expert ability.  My preaching style utilizes inductive 

biblical methodology, drawing illustrations from scripture and from true-life experience.  I do not tell jokes, nor do 

I use canned illustrations.  I am a “teaching preacher” and expositor rather than a theological philosopher.  My most 

concentrated sacred and ordained strength might be biblical knowledge.  My secular career has left me 

knowledgeable in computers and in sound reinforcement system design and use. 
 

Weaknesses.  I have difficulty working in a dictatorial church environment because the same Holy Spirit speaks to 

all Christians, leveling the ground at the foot of the cross.  Consequently, my leadership style is one of consensus 

creation and task delegation rather than one of autocracy.  I also find challenging a church that is not open to gentle 

and patient changes that serve to promote spiritual growth, vital ministry, and effective evangelism.   


